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threatening wrath. Desmonds and even Ormonds joined in
complaints, with chiefs of Celtic tribes in the North and the
West; and Poynings, besides, had been unfortunate in a
skirmish beyond the verge of the Pale. The story has often
been told of the Earl's conduct, when summoned before
Henry VII and his Council. "I will take your Highness as
my advocate against these false knaves," he is said to have
exclaimed, with adroit flattery; and he brazened out a charge,
that he had burned the cathedral of Armagh, by adding, with
ready wit, "that he only thoughf of burning the bishop,"
perhaps a prelate of questionable fame. The king answered
the protest of the indignant Council that K all Ireland cannot
govern this man," by retorting " this man then shall govern all
Ireland"; and within a few dayiTtoymngs wasl^calle37an3
Kildare, restored to his lands and honours, was made chief
ruler' of Ireland again, the attainted traitor, too, having become
a kinsman of the House of Tudor, by a great English marriage.
Whether true or not, the tale proves how weak and vacillating,
as regards the affairs of Ireland, was English policy at this
period; but probably it represents the king as more fickle
and pusillanimous than he really was. He seems to have
been menaced by an armed Irish rising, more formidable than
had occurred for years; he was entangled in difficult disputes
with Scotland; and the power of the O'Neills, kinsmen and^
allies of Kildare, was, perhaps, required to keep down the,
Scottish settlers, who had established themselves on the coast
of Ulster, and who, apparently, were sometimes harrying the
Pale. It deserves notice that, just at this time, Henry invoked
the aid of Alexander VI to restore order and peace in Ireland,
through a Commission of which the heads were the chief
English bishops.
The return of Kildare to power restored the ascendency of
his House, and of Anglo-Norman rule, and caused the defeat
in Ireland of the "English interest/' The Earl,-however,